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Newsletter

elcome to the first Newsletter of the Friends of Cherry Orchard Park (FOCOP). Our group was set
up this summer thanks to the enthusiasm and commitment of Graham Hutchinson and friends and
the valuable support of Rochford District Council.

As a “Friends” group we are giving the local community a voice and will have a say in how our Country Park
is managed. As keen users of these facilities we are well placed to say what is needed in the park and as an
group we will have the Council’s ear and will be consulted on any plans or changes that are being considered
for the park.

We hope that the Newsletter will be a source of information about everything that has happened, is happening
now and may happen in the future of the park. It can include photographs and articles contributed by
members as well as updates from Rochford District Council about future plans for the park. Details of where
to send your photos, articles or items of interest can be found at the end of the Newsletter.
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The Lake

Repairs to the overflow at the east end of the lake have been
completed and the banks have been regraded. It remains to be
seen whether they will need to be seeded. Rochford Council are
currently drafting plans for additional marginal planting around
the lake. If possible this will be done this winter, but it may have
to be delayed until next winter. The water level in the lake has
been gradually rising and the recent rain has seen it up to the

overflow pipe.

Regular visitors will have been pleased to see the return of two
swans to join the regular families of ducks and moorhens. Many
of you may also have seen the little grebe that nested on the lily
pads at the protected end of the lake.

Fishing in the lake is a controversial subject. While responsible
fishermen are welcomed it is worrying, especially in view of the
birds now living on and around the lake, to see litter and nylon fishing line strewn round the lake and to see the planting to encourage
wildlife at the west end of the lake flattened. Byelaws would be useful and Rochford District Council has been working on them.
However, eatlier this year, the Government made changes to the process of formulating byelaws and the Council are still
waiting for the Government to issue Local Authorities with the guidance notes that accompany these changes. In the meantime all we

can do is advise by way of polite notices and if necessary clear up any litter we notice.

Wild Woods Day

A ‘Wild Woods Day’ took place on 5th June at Hockley Woods and Friends of Chetry Orchard Park were pleased to be invited,
together with the Friends of Sweyne Park, to have a presence there. It was a successful and very well attended event and brought
Cherry Orchard Park and the Friends Group to the notice of a lot of people, illustrating that local communities can have a voice and

share in the planning and development of local facilities. It was also a lot of fun!
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The first Cherry Orchard Walk.My thanks to all those that supported our walk on Sunday 26th Septembert,
especially to my brother who willingly gave his support at short notice, and to the RSPB and EWT for their
support. I would like also to give a special thank you to Heather, Geoff and Helen from RDC for always being
there for us. Lastly my appreciation to Cllr David Merrick, who also joined us with his wife, as without his help
and support initially, none of this would have come about. I now look forward to our next event and to an

increased membership of “The Friends Of Cherry Orchard Country Park”

Last Sunday | had the pleasureof
joining a walk around the developing
Cherry Orchard Jubilee Country Park, and
seeing how the development of the park
by Rochford District Council was moving
forward. My home is in Lincolnshire and
so I was perhaps looking with an out-
sidet's perspective. Here are a few of my
'off the cuff' thoughts, based round a few
terms that are sometimes misunderstood.

We started in Grove Woods moving on
through into 'New England Wood' which
is a remnant of 'Ancient Woodland.
This label doesn't refer to the age of the
trees which have a life span, like all living
things, although some of the trees are of
great age. It refers to the fact that the site
has been continuously wooded from
ancient times. This means that the plants
and animals living in the woodland have
also had continuity over time, and this is
particularly important for species that are
not naturally invasive or mobile. Flowers
like bluebells, wood anemones and
primroses give you a clue that a wood is
ancient, and old maps can confirm it.

Even ancient woodland requires
managementto keep it in good condition
- traditionally timber was treated as a
renewable resource and wildlife benefited
from this as well. Many small woodlands
were managed as coppice. Some kinds of
trees are unusual in re-growing from the
stump if they are cut down. The regrowth
gives many shoots of the same age which
can be hatrvested after a few years to give
material for firewood, bean poles, fencing
or thatching spars as required. As woods
became neglected the poles often grew
into trees, but the multiple stems show
that the tree had been coppiced in the
past.

New England Wood has a good understo-
ry of hornbeam, one of the coppice trees.
There are also some large oaks, as a few
trees were left to become mature or
standard trees - these trees were good for
timber and also formed the woodland
canopy.  This management is called
'coppice with standards'. So seeing some
evidence of coppicing being carried out
was pleasing.

The walk left the wood and continued
through more open spaces but with much
of the route passing hedgerows with some
typical hedgerow species like Field Maple
and Hawthorn. Two substantial fenced
areas had been planted with trees and were
already on the way to creating new wood-
land areas. Former farmland is fertile, and
given reasonable rainfall, the trees will
grow quickly to a size that will require
some thinning to avoid overcrowding and
so weaker and diseased trees will be re-
moved from time to time. The blocks
have been sited carefully to allow wide
rides to be maintained.

Tree planting is often assumed always to
be a good thing, but care is needed to
choose the correct site and species if it is
truly to enhance the environment. The
siting of these new plantations adjacent to
ancient woodland and with a network of
connecting old hedgerows means that
native species can spread and establish
through the whole area much more
quickly.

Diversity or Biodiversity is a much-used
term which is often taken to mean the
number of species in an area. The true
meaning of the term is to have a good
balance of the species present as well.

Graham Hutchinson

Habitat creation needs to take this into

account if it is to fulfil the potential of an
area. From what I saw of this scheme, not
only is there a good balance of tree species
in the plantations, but a range of good
habitats is being created also. The pond
provides an additional habitat, but with the
smaller wet ponds and ditches nearby that
are fringed with mature willows, there is a
further habitat range. A third young plan-
tation beyond the pond, which is develop-
ing well already and has a different balance
of species with hazel and goat willow pre-
sent, again increases habitat diversity.

The woodlands and hedgerows, with wide
rides between, will make an ideal space
with some shelter for a wide range of
species of birds, insects and mammals
including humans!

It was most encouraging to see such a
good number of the latter - both expert
naturalists and local people - turning out
to enjoy the countryside on Sunday.
Those responsible for setting the work in
motion must have been gratified that their
efforts, and the thought that has gone into
the work, are so clearly appreciated and
valued. I am sure that the strong local
interest will prove invaluable in the
success of this venture.

Colin Hutchinson, BSc, MSc, PhD



Newsletter

Notice Boards... ...and litter bins

Additional litter bins and dog waste bins have also
been requested and RDC are working hard to get
them for us as soon as possible. In the meantime
we have been given copies of a well designed pub-

lic information poster to display in and around the

park.

One of the first things the committee asked for at

their inaugural meeting was notice boards. RDC
were very positive in their support of this request
and two excellent rustic styled boards have been
installed already. One can be found near the bridge
at the Flemings Farm end of The Scrubs and the
other is at the Blatches Chase end of the new
Bridleway. Two more are planned and will be
placed at the FEastwood Rise entrance to the
park and on the Roach Valley Way footpath at the
junction with the B1013.

Car Parking

At present the nearest car park is in Edwards Hall Park,
Bosworth Road, Eastwood. This car park is open
during park opening hours. The planning application
for a new car park to be built at the eastern end of the
Country park off of the B1013 has been submitted. The
planning application reference number is 10/00573/
FUL and this can be viewed on the Rochford District
Council Website (link below). The car park will have a
plastic reinforced surface and we understand that there

will be height restrictions at the entrance.

Recently acquired fields at the eastern end of the Park, adjace

This is tHmk: http://maps.rochford.gov.uk/DevelopmentControl.aspx?
requesttype=parsetemplate&template=DevelopmentControlApplication.tmplt&basepage=DevelopmentControl.aspx&Filter="REFVAL"='10/00573/FUL"



http://maps.rochford.gov.uk/DevelopmentControl.aspx?requesttype=parsetemplate&template=DevelopmentControlApplication.tmplt&basepage=DevelopmentControl.aspx&Filter=%5eREFVAL%5e='10/00573/FUL'
http://maps.rochford.gov.uk/DevelopmentControl.aspx?requesttype=parsetemplate&template=DevelopmentControlApplication.tmplt&basepage=DevelopmentControl.aspx&Filter=%5eREFVAL%5e='10/00573/FUL'

Newsletter

Hazelnuts Rosehips Acorns

n l‘/?é’ ,Oal’ k l‘/7/S Autumn you cannot fail to see the profusion of bright red berties in the hedgerows. Rosehips

and hawthorn berries, or haws, are in abundance this year. I wonder what that foretells. I hope it means that we shall see plenty
of redwings and fieldfares when the weather gets colder, as they travel south and maybe stop for a snack. Plenty of other berries
too. The blackbirds are having a feast on the elderberries and I'm sure quite a few apple pies will be improved with the addition
of a handful of blackberries. Acorns, however, are a different story. The oak trees appear to have a flush of fruit every other year.
Last year it was difficult to walk on the bridleway without sliding and rolling on acorns. This year we have to hunt for them and
so do the squirrels, though they are enjoying the sloes too. Does anyone have a good recipe for sloe gin?

Our garden is just inside the park and we are lucky enough to see a great variety of birds who fly over the hedge to see what the
bird feeders have to offer. I saw a beautiful jay carefully choosing the right spot in my lawn to bury a very large acorn. He took a
long time about it but I didn’t dare leave the window to fetch the camera. Shame. I've noticed this year that there are more jays
in the park, perhaps a bit of competition for the magpies. Also more green woodpeckers recognisable by there swooping flight
low across the fields. They too have been in the garden, two parent birds feeding a youngster and yet again no camera to hand. 1
really must keep it by the window. Young greater spotted woodpeckers have also visited, with their distinctive red flash of feathers
on their crown and we have been pleased to see our little flock of long tailed tits back. Listen carefully for their family chatter as
they fly together along the hedgerows. There were eleven in the group last time they visited the garden. Also round about in the
patk, keep a look out for the little chiff chaff; he’s been in the garden keeping company with all the usual garden birds. Blue tits,
great tits and robins have bred very successfully this year and we are never short of sparrows, starlings and the collared doves who

eat more chicken food than the chickens.
Penny Down
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Haws A ’ ' Elderberries ' Blackberries
Contacts
Graham Hutchinson, Chairman Heather Meggison Helen Galley
Friends of Cherry Orchard Park Senior Environmental Assistant Assistant Public Open Spaces Officer
graham@chkpkmtrs.demon.co.uk Rochford District Council Rochford District Council

01702 318057 01702 318111

PC 120 Wyn SHARP On-line, Rochford District Council FOCOP Facebook page
Neighbourhood Constable for http://www.rochford.gov.uk/
Rayleigh and the Park leisure_and_tourism/
Mobile:07813953703 woodlands_and_parks/

cherry_orchard_country_park.aspx
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Snap Shots

Photos taken this Autumn, in the park.

(Send in your photos for inclusion in theinssé dxtitaw.)

Tracy Wilkinson has been keeping an eye on a Barn Owl,
during her early morning rides in the park. She managed to captu

shot as it swooped over the fields.
Thank you Tracy.

COI?l‘I’lbUl‘e fO our NEWS/etTeLsend your photos, letters, articles, news
ot suggestions to pennv.down(@tesco.net for inclusion in the next edition of the Newsletter.
Thank you!

A puzzle to leave you with— I thought there was white clover and red clover growing in the
park. Now I've found some VERY red clover. Does that mean the rest is just ‘pink’ clover?
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