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Winter 2011Winter 2011Winter 2011   

W 
et, rather than white was a better  

description of Christmas.  Although snow in 

the park during December was beautiful, by 

Christmas it had melted and the rain that poured for most 

of January meant very high water levels in the lake and 

the stream.  The flooding that followed, when the stream 

overflowed its banks, left a trail of debris and mud  

showing that water levels had risen oven the bridge at 

the bottom of The Scrubs and also over the little  

concrete bridge and wooden bridge behind  

Blatches Farm. Now, at the beginning of February the 

fields and paths are getting back to normal. Let’s hope 

that the worst of the rain and snow is behind us.   
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The Byelaws 

Rochford District Council are still waiting for government guidance that will allow 

byelaws to be made more easily.  Formulating byelaws covers many issues, including 

fishing, setting off Chinese Lanterns, control of model aircraft.  The Council will be 

able to choose those byelaws that are most relevant to Cherry Orchard.  Heather  

Meggison, Senior Environmental Assistant at RDC hopes to have more news by the end 

of March in time for the next meeting of the Friends of Cherry Orchard Park  

Committee. 

The New Bridleway 

Graham Hutchinson is pleased to be able to tell you that his bridleway claim 

has been given a case number and should be allocated to an officer very 

soon. This is good news.  Not so good however is the information that the 

grant application for the bridleway has been put on hold until Rochford  

District Council is fully aware of what cuts are being imposed on it by the 

government.  We will have to hold our breath and hope.  It’s a difficult time 

for many people at the moment. 

Bridleway 

Signs  

More notice boards will be constructed when time and wood (from coppicing) are available and  

information boards are planned for the new car park and play area.  We look forward to an 

updated map of the park too. 

The Car Park 

Work began in January, measuring and laying out the  

entrance to the car park from the dual carriage way at the 

eastern boundary.  Planning permission for a car park at the 

Rayleigh end of the country park will be submitted soon. 

The Children’s Play Area  

It was disappointing to find that the council has chosen the play equipment 

least liked by Friends. However they do say that the  
children interviewed did like it and it is the most economical to maintain, 

something that has to be born in mind at present. 

A class of year 6 children from Heycroft Primary School, whose children 
walk regularly to the park as part of their lessons, were very surprised to 

hear about the play area and look forward to it being completed.  It was fun 

to meet them in the park last week—they were very well behaved and 

learning how to protect their environment and be ‘responsible citizens with 

a voice’. 
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A Traditional Orchard 

Excellent news!  Rochford District Council plan to plant a new  

Orchard in the Park. The orchard will be made up of traditional  
varieties of fruit, including cherry, and there will be up to 250 trees.  

There is initial funding for three years which is very encouraging and  

Woodland Officer, Richard Bond, will be designing the Orchard. 
This will add another aspect of biodiversity to the park providing an 

excellent environment for insects, bees, birds, bats etc. to feed and 

live. 

Our area of Essex had many orchards in the past but few remain. 

One that does is the St Laurence Orchard in Eastwoodbury Lane, 

Eastwood, very close to the park in fact. Find out more at  

http://www.scrumpin.org.uk/apples.html 

Just to give you an idea of what is to come — this is a  

picture of Chapel Orchard, planted in the year 2000 at Darenth  

Country Park in Dartford, Kent. 

 

 

Let’s go for a walk! 

Following the success of the walk that was organised in the Autumn, another is planned for the first day of Spring, 

March 20th 2011. 

This time we will be starting from Hockley Woods.  This is for a very good reason—many residents in Hockley and 
Hawkwell don’t know Cherry Orchard Park exists.  Although we can look up over the fields towards Hawkwell, the 

folk over the hill can’t see us.  Let’s not deny, this does have its advantages, but with something so lovely on our 

doorstep—let’s share. 

The plan is to start at Hockley Woods, walk down through the Scrubs and then on to the lake, back up through the 
field towards the rear of The Lawn and then back to Hockley Woods.  There will be pick up points along the walk 

and you can join in anywhere. You will need good shoes or wellingtons, it may still be very muddy.   

Grant Maton, of Essex Wildlife Trust, will be with us and we hope to have Glenn Jacobs of the RSPB.   
Also, Colin Hutchinson, who accompanied the last walk will be with us again so it should be a very enjoyable and 

informative event. 

Keep an eye open for more information on posters and 

flyers soon. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the Hill 
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Walking in the Park 

How do you walk?  Are you brisk and energetic? Do you dally and dawdle?  Or are you altogether reluc-

tant?  This article was contributed by one of our Friends who is a member of South East Essex Ramblers. 

Thank you Doff! 

  

THE RELUCTANT WALKER‟S RAMBLINGS  

When I was growing up I was led to believe that walking was one of those things you did to get you to 

the shops, round to the pub and maybe there was some involved with your job, so how I managed to 

marry a man, who in is younger days enjoyed mountaineering, rock climbing, buzzing around the 

countryside on a Vellocete 500cc Venom motorcycle and walking for pleasure, only God in His infi-

nite wisdom can answer that one.  So when my Husband retired he joined a walking group and in-

formed me that when I retired I had a place in the group as well, “Oh really, what joy” I said.  I don‟t 

actually remember asking for a place but hey, what the heck, it was very kind of them. 

So a year later in December I retired, joined the Ramblers Association, bought some suitable walking 

gear and a lovely pair of Brasher Boots in navy blue and took my place in the group, I was welcomed 

by everyone.   Now I have to tell you I don‟t have the greatest sense of balance, so when I am walking I 

don‟t get to see much of my surroundings because I am always looking at my feet, otherwise I will get 

a closer look at the ground than I care for and when it comes to going over stiles, well, I still haven‟t 

got it right, I always manage to get my legs in a twist and then some bright spark will remark 

“anyone good at undoing reef knots?” 

Then there are those large four legged animals, horses and cows I believe they‟re called, unpredictable 

and inquisitive, I am very wary of them since I was charged and head butted by a pesky cow, I mean I 

don‟t even eat beef much, unless of course she could sense my new boots were made of a relative.  I 

gather a group of the guys around me in these circumstances and try not to make eye contact with 

them, the animals I mean not the guys. 

I must admit I am a bit of a fair weather walker and I would rather not put my nose out of the door 

when it is wet and cold and dark, but if I don‟t go, you can be sure my husband is quizzed as to what 

my excuse is now, and remarks like “unless she is out next week we won‟t speak to her again”, I know 

they don‟t mean it, they‟re too nice.  So I go walking with a great bunch of people and I am constantly 

asking “are we there yet?” “How much farther?” “Is this a short cut?”  But when the walk is 

over and we are all in the pub and I have a small lager shandy in my hand, I think  „I re-

ally enjoyed that. „  

                Oh perleeze, who are you kidding!!!  

 HAPPY WALKING. 

  DOFF COSH 

South East Essex Ramblers 
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Believe it or Not! 

A contribution from Richard Amner whose family and 

friends are clearly enjoying the park.  Thank you Richard.  

 The Story of the Magic Troll 

It was a cold winters day when the gang decided to leave their warm 
houses in Rochford and go for a walk to the Magic Woods at  
Gusted Hall.  It was a long walk, but all of them were well dressed 
and the two sister’s mum had given them sweets and  
biscuits to eat on their journey.  Jessica, Clare and Lindsey all lived 
near each other and had grown up as good friends,  
attending the same school, Holt Farm.   

As they entered the Magic Woods sounds became more intense, 
the sun had started shining and streaks of golden light broke through the now partly bare leaves on the trees.  Squirrels 
scampered around gathering food to store for the long winter months ahead, the wood  
pigeons cooed overhead, and mushrooms and other fungi poked their heads through the fallen leaves.  Dogs could be 
heard barking in the distance.  Suddenly a lone horse rider appeared, galloping her horse past them at speed.  Had the horse 
and rider been scared by something?   

To get from the Woods to the Cherry Orchard Park the girls came to a bridge over a stream.  Jessica’s dad had told her that 
Trolls used to live under it and as a boy he had seen them!  The girls started dropping ‘Pooh Sticks’ one side of the bridge 
and running to the other side to see them float by.  It was then it happened, the sticks stopped coming through.  Lindsey 
had the longest Wellington boots on and the stream was quite low, so she carefully went into the water to look under the 
bridge.  There was no sign of the sticks, only a strange glow in the middle of the stream that looked very much out of 
place.  Jessica had brought her grown up sister Louise’s small camera with her so they decided to take a picture of the 
strange light under the bridge, as well as pictures of themselves.   

The woods get very dark early in the evening, so the girls quickly made their way back to their warm houses where they 
drank hot chocolate whilst telling their families all about the galloping horse and the magic bridge.   

It was not until sometime later that the film was developed and the picture from under to bridge clearly showed a Troll had 
been there all the time.  It is only children who can see them.  Jessica’s dad told them that many years ago some young 
children, who became very famous, had taken pictures of Fairies at the bottom of their garden that only they could see 
and that adults could not.  

 

I will leave it up to you to decide!  

 

By Richard A. Amner, Jessica’s Dad. 

 



6 

   

Beautiful photos taken  in the snow in December and  

contributed by Tim Longley.  Many thanks Tim. 

(Send in your photos for inclusion in the next edition—see below.) 

 

 

Contribute to our Newsletter  

Send your photos, letters, articles, news or suggestions to  

penny.down@tesco.net for inclusion in the next edition of the 

Newsletter.  Thank you! 

Confused Woodpecker.   
He thinks it’s time to drum up some attention round here. 

 This is his choice of resonator.  It was loud! 

Graham Hutchinson, Chairman  

Friends of Cherry Orchard Park 

graham@chkpkmtrs.demon.co.uk 

Heather Meggison 

Senior Environmental Assistant 

Rochford District Council 

01702 318057 

Helen Galley  

Assistant Public Open Spaces Officer  

Rochford District Council 

01702 318111 

PC 120 Wyn SHARP 

Neighbourhood Constable for  

Rayleigh and the Park 

Mobile:07813953703  

On-line, Rochford District Council 

http://www.rochford.gov.uk/

leisure_and_tourism/

woodlands_and_parks/

cherry_orchard_country_park.aspx 

FOCOP Facebook page 

Contacts 


