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Newsletter

News Updates

Signs
Cherry Orchard Jubilee Country Park g . ] ) ) ] ]
T S Beautiful new signs are being placed at strategic points in the park. /

complete map of the park includes a key with information about
planting in each identified area, paths through the park, the bridlewa
and byway. Contact details are given for Rochford District Council
together with a grid reference in case of emergency.

The New Bridleway

In the last Newsletter we explained that the claim for a new Bridleway had &
allocated a case number. Graham Hutchinson has now received a letter fro.
Essex County Council signed by Mary Morris, Principal Legal Assistant, that
acknowledges the claim for the new Bridleway. Despite the fact that the claim

was made almost two years ago this is the first formal acknowledgement that has been received. The letter ac
that the application should be looked at next year. However, we believe this will still be a lengthy and complica
process as there is confusion over ownership of parts of the land over which the Bridleway will run. Over the ye
small parcels of land have changed ownership between the water authority, Rayleigh, Rochford and Essex Cou
There are also some parts of the land which are unregistered and owners are unknown. Rochford District Coun
in discussions with landowners with a view to acquiring the land in question but this is obviously going to be
protracted | egal s i t u aAsdistamt Public Bpeh $paces@éfitet, is gble toRkeep hsfup to
date on this and together with Grahamés input we w

The Car Park and Childrends Pl ay Al

Councillors joined Friends on a very cold and windy late afternoon in March to declare both the car |

and play area open and ready for use. Since then litter bins have been provided in the car park and pl

round the perimeter includes native hedging a
maintenance and vandal resistant properties, is beginning t
weather and settle into the landscape and the car park is no
in regular use.
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New Developments

.............. - " The Orchard

We are delighted to see that the area planned for the
Community Orchard has already been fenced. We

understand that trees may be arriving in the Autumn.

Where possible local Essex varieties of apple, pear
and cherry will be used.

Funding has been set aside and will be released over &
three year period. This will cover the cost of access
paths, fencing and seating as well as the cost of the
trees, planting and establishment.

Benches in the Park

Many of you will have noticed the beautiful bench donated to the park by employees of Rochford Distr
Council in memory of a dear colleague. This bench has been made with locally felled timber by the wo
lands team and placed in the park to allow visitors to enjoy a wonderful view.

Friends of Cherry Orchard are now able to fund a simi
bench which is also being made by the woodlands t
The site for this new bench is still to be decided.
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Events

The Spring Walk

The Spring Walk was a great success. On the 20th March over 60 people set off from Hockley Wood
walk down to Cherry Orchard La&eand back if possible! Many thanks to Colin Hutchinson for
accompanying us on the walk and for providing a very informative article, (page 5).

Coming Soon

Wild Woods Day!

Friends of Cherry Orchard Jubilee Park will be a
the Wild Woods Day, Hockley Woods, on Saturda:
June 4th, from 11am to 4pnCome and find us at
the "Friends" Trailer.Introduce yourself and tell us
what you enjoy most about the park and what yo
would like to see in the future or just stop by for
a chat. It's going to be a lovely day with plenty to
see and do for all the family. We look forward to
seeing you there!

You are cordially invited to the

Annual General Meeting of the

Friends of Cherry Orchard
Jubilee Country Park.

The meeting will take place on

Wednesday June 29th 2011

At 8:00 pm
At St Laurence Church

For more information, contact the Leisure Team at Rochford Dis-
trict Council on 01702 318191 or leisure@rochford.gov.uk

www.nationalfamilyweek.co.uk

This is a public meeting.

Wild Woods Day is sponsored by Virgin Active


mailto:leisure@rochford.gov.uk
http://www.nationalfamilyweek.co.uk/
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Contributions from Friends

A Woodland Walk in Springgontributed by Colin Hutchinson.

Early Spring is one of the best times to visit woodlatmbe sure there will be more plant and animal life evident as thé woo
06devel opsd through to | ate summer and aut umn. But it

come is just being hinted at. The work of the winter, carried out when the wood was dormant, can now be assessed and

whol e rationale of woodland management can be appreciat
understanding of the way the plants and animals fit together begins to emerge.

The woodland year is almost like a lifetime with birth, maturation, death and decay, Ieadlng ultlmately to renewanLl;follo
as a distinct annual cycle. The trees, bare during winter tiga - , IV

remain as a kind of scaffolding against which the annual cy®
will be played out. This is much how the woodland still looks§g
early Spring. But, as the few warmer days come and stal¥.
stretch out, warmth and light reach the woodland floor and t
plants begin to stir.

So last Sunday, one of the warmest days of the year so far,
the perfect time for a large group of over 50 people to join
the Friends of Cherry Orchard Jubilee Park to celebrate the
day of Spring and see the signs of life that are underway in
woods. The walk took in the oldest and newest woodland
ing through Hockley Woods to the lake at Cherry Orchard
returning via New England and Grove Woads walk of some
7 miles, which started and = 4t
Bull 6, where some were suita y refres.|

Activity starts first on the woodland floor in what is called the
Field Layer. In Hockley Woods the Wood Anemone, flowering

in large patches, was the most obvious representative of the field
layer to be seen. This is one of the plants particularly associated
with woodlands that have existed from prehistoric times and thus
are remnants of the wildwood that once clothed almost the entire
country.

includes bluebells these were also very active on our visit, but

only as leaves. The Spring light is vital to these plants that make
and store their food before the upper levels of vegetation shade
them out. The bluebells will flower only a few days later and then

they will seem to die back, the leaves continuing to store foods as
; ' long as they can scavenge enough light. The food store will re-
main in the bulb to allow the leaves to grow when the plant commences growth early the following Spring.

Violets were beginning to show and bright yellow Less
Celandine, a relative of the buttercup, could seen in we
patches near to ditches. Grasses and Sedgéegr common
plants of the field layer were present in the wetter area
These plants do not produce showy flowers, being wi
pollinated, but also make their strongest growth early in
year.

As the year unfolds th&hrub Layer comes into full leaf N
shading the small plants of ' A NS
|l ayer o6 of the woods incl-u :
which dominate large areas of the woodland to the copj
species such as the Hornbeam which can grow to severaf
tres. Cutting back the coppice species close to ground |
from time to time creates muktemmed regrowth from the
old trunk or Stool and also lets light through to more of t -4
field layer enabling a greater variety of the smaller plants to thrive. It is easy to see the effect when comparingaecently
piced and 6éold coppiced areas. Coppice stools may be
plants on earth

Such Ancient Woodlandhas a o6field | ayer

C
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Contributions from Friends/cont.

Above the shrubs, the mature trees of @enopy

will be the last to come into leaf. It is quite late in the
year before the trees are in full leaf, and for such
large beings it seems that growth is limited to very
few months. However, most tree species produce
inconspicuous flowers for wind pollination, and so
shrubs and trees are often reproducing early in the
year when wind is able to perform this task without
leaves getting in the way. Catkins of Willow and
Hazel, to be seen near the lake and neighbouring
plantation, are among the more showy pkia
6fl owersd of this type.

The mature Oaks here are of two typéedunculate,

with a stalked acorn and short stalked leaves, and
Sessile, with the opposite features. The dead leaves
still present on the woodland floor should still be
identifiable. Taking down a large oak may seem
destructive, but the light and space created allow much growth below including the young oak trees, some of which will lat
grow into the canopy. This 6farmingé of the woods to p

So what of the animals? They also follow a sequence to fit in with the plants. Insect eggs are ready to hatch when the yol
nutritious early growth of leaves is imminent. Caterpillars and larvae increase their weight many times and, beifg in turn
source of food for others, seek to camouflage themselves in various ways. Thus we do not see much of this activity unless
take a sheet below a tree and give a branch a few sharp knocks. Nevertheless birds arrive and nest, producing eggs that in
will hatch just when the insect larval glut is starting to peak and before too many larvae have changed into adultfly Eventua
the leaves mature, becoming tough and producing tannins to protect themselves, so life gets tougher for feeding insects.

Eventually carnivorous insects and spiders come to dominate the small animal life. The abundance of food in the wood c
clines and gradually death and decay take over as the weather gets colder and wetter. In Autumn the deciduous trees
shrubs give up trying to make a living, dropping their leaves and become dormant. All the debris becomes food for the dec
organisms the fungi and bacteria. Natural composting, assisted by worms and woodlice, continues over winter whenever tt
weather is warm enough. So nutrients are recycled and the woodland is ready for its springtime renewal.

The area South and East of Hockley Woods contains several remnants of Ancient Woodland and many old hedgerows, so |
an ideal spot to establish a country park as there is every possibility of developing a more continuous woodland ciliver that v
come, in time, to have many of the characteristics of the neighbouring Ancient Woodlands.

The dense young plantations will require thinning every few yetins idea being to reduce the number of trees as they grow
larger so they do not compete with each other too strongly and grow poorly. The weaker trees must be removed to leave fe
and fewer strong trees that will have room to grow. A good initial choice of species for the area and sensitive mamagement
both needed to give a waltructured woodland the chance to develop. A nearby source of herbs, insects and birds that wil
allow for colonisation by the most appropriate species make this a project which is certain to enhance the area fglenany pec
to enjoy.

View from the ridge towards Flemings Farm in the distance and the Country Park
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Contributions from Friends/cont.
A plea from Tracy Wilkinson

It has been 2 years since the plight of gaining Bridleway access to parts
of the park and New England woods was starfedring this time horse
riders have pledged to keep only to the track they have ridden for over 30
years. The local riding community has worked together to ensure that
those in the past who chose to horse ride wherever they pleased came on
board and not trample new saplings etc that were being planted, in spite
of many a rogue motor cyclist who would blunder around the park at
high speed without due regard to what was trying to be accom-
plished. However, patience is beginning to run out amongst the Eques-
trian world, many are questioning why they were being so
compliant. This is a hard question [repeated often] to answer, when
still there appears to be no sign of 'are we there yet?' from those
that make the decision to allow access for those who
pursue leisure pleasure on horse back.

How many more hoops need to be jumped to prove these parts have been ridden for ¥éhahg@w movement of goal post

is next? Information has been gathered from those who still live in these parts with long distant memories to share as eviden
discussions have been regularly had, maps and signatures provided, all not an easy feat as most are trying to accomplist
alongside busy full time jobs or businesses to run.

Transparency in answers is needed and a meaningful update would be most welcome in helping the riding community feel
only listened to but heard.

A Short History of Cherry Orchard Parkgontributed by Councillor Mrs H Glynn

History of the Roach Valley from its source to linking up with the Crouch Estuary has always been the source for the varic
invaders of the area to create their various settlements in the area. This includes the Vikings, Saxons, Normans anehthe Dane
in later time, this area was a hunting ground of Henry VIII, and now in modern times, the battle of Britain.

Hockley Woods is the only area of natural woodland landscape in this area too.

Some thirty plus years ago a group of like minded people from Rochford and Eastwood decided to set up the Roach Va
Conservation Group and include representatives of various minded organisations. The idea was to create a buffer zone bet
Southend and Rochford to stop the continuous building of estates in this area.

The meetings were held in Rochford, and yes the
way back to Eastwood was via Warners Bri
(no late buses). The dirt track of Cherry Orchard L
from Hall Roach to Eastwoodbury Lane (near
Laurence Church) was a hazard on its own, not t .
used on a cold winterds

When in the early 19090¢ S
to look at this area for a public open space and a: S

group had many very agreeable ideas of how, w &
and why the area should be created, it enablec (St
future of this land to be saved.

The only bench in Cherry Orchard Country Park h §
plagueonifii n memory of Mi s ¢
who throughout her lifetime in Rochford, I ]
continuous involvement in local planning iss Hs &

attended enquiries and her work as a stalwart leac S
so many youth and other clubs.

Her vision has now come to pass.




Snap Shots

Pictures taken in the park during April and May

Playing Cricket in the Dand&liang thanks to the family whc
kindly gave permission for this photo to be used.

Contacts

Graham Hutchinson, Chairman
Friends of Cherry Orchard Park
graham@chkpkmtrs.demon.co.uk

Helen Galley

Assistant Public Open Spaces Officer
Rochford District Council

01702 318111

PC 120 Wyn SHARP
Neighbourhood Constable for
Rayleigh and the Park
Mobile:07813953703

Heather Meggison

Senior Environmental Assistant
Rochford District Council
01702 318057

On-line, Rochford District Council
http://www.rochford.gov.uk/
leisure_and_tourism/
woodlands_and_parks/
cherry_orchard_country_park.aspx

FOCOP Facebook page

Dare Devil Death Defying Squirrel

Contribute to our Newslette

Send your photos, letters, articles, news or
suggestions to
penny.down@tesco.rfet inclusion in the

next edition of the Newsletter. Thank ypu!




