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No. 5, Spring 2012No. 5, Spring 2012No. 5, Spring 2012   

I am sure you have all been delighted to see the traditional orchard in the park.  Planting took place in December, the young trees 

having been purchased from the East of England Apples & Orchards Project nursery, an organisation which is dedicated to the 

restoration of the counties’ orchards.   Four varieties of culinary apples, sixteen varieties of desert apples and three varieties of 

desert pears are planted within the fenced orchard.  The orchard has since been surrounded with a perimeter line of cherry trees 

and a small orchard of cherry trees to the north to create a picnic and play area.  There is more detailed information, provided by 

Richard Bond of the Woodlands Department, on the website. 

Message from Richard Bond,  “The Orchard and surrounding park is yours to enjoy, and we look forward to sharing with you 

many bountiful Harvests!” 
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The Friends of Cherry Orchard Park, in partnership 

with Rochford District Council, have provided four 

simple benches in the park.  The benches are made by 

the Woodlands Team from timber coppiced in Hockley 

Woods.  Each bench is engraved with a FOCOP/RDC 

logo.  If you search on the bench you will also find  

engraved a small woodland creature. 

There are plans for further benches and maybe some 

picnic benches too. 

Early morning view from one of the new benches in the park. 

We are very pleased to be able to purchase from ‘Friends’ funds a number of  

nesting boxes and possibly bat roosts.  This opportunity has arisen through a link 

with prisoners at Bullwood Hall who are able to make boxes to order.  Liaison with 

Helen  Galley,  Assistant Public Open Spaces Officer, will ensure that the right kind 

of boxes are purchased and although it is too late for this season’s baby birds the 

boxes should be well established for next year. 

 

 

The park is home to a large variety of birds and recently there has been an increase in the 

number of green woodpeckers and jays.  Owls can be heard regularly at night as they call to 

each other and a barn owl has been seen flying across open fields.  Earlier in the season a 

pair of geese were sighted on the lake and a sharp eyed Friend spotted a Rail searching for 

food in the cut between the lake and the sluice.  There are larks singing over the fields and 

an abundance of great tits, blue tits and finches.  Families of long tailed tits can be seen  

flying along the hedgerows between the fields and in neighbouring gardens. 

 

 

 

 

 

This bird however was something of a surprise.   

Luckily the camera was to hand.   

Rail 
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Two well attended events have taken place since the last news letter,  both with an ‘education’ emphasis.  These 

events were very successful and it was a pleasure to meet so many Friends and visitors to the park. 

Walking the Dog 

It was a cold morning in November when Friends and representatives from Rochford District Council gathered at the 

car park off Cherry Orchard Way to spread the word about responsible dog walking.  We were lucky to have “Friends 

of Abandoned Dogs at Acresway” in attendance and there was the opportunity to have your dog chipped while you 

wait.  Everyone was grateful for the hot tea and coffee and despite the weather the event was very successful.  Any 

lessons learnt?  We hope so, and next time the free ‘poo bags’ will be given to visiting dog walkers before they leave 

the car park! 

 

Help us Preserve Your Parks and Open Spaces 

This free community event took place at the Grove Road Car Park on 10th March.  The Friends group were  

represented and it was an excellent opportunity to talk to people who use the park.  Local mounted police were  

present and were interested to speak to Friends Chairman Graham Hutchinson about the possibility of regular patrols 

through the park.  We may see them more often!  Dog owners were offered the chance to have their dogs chipped 

without charge and there was free cycle chipping as well.  Both proved very popular. There was sunshine and free 

tea, coffee and biscuits.  Altogether a very successful afternoon. 

 

Lots more photos of both events can be found on the website: - www.friendsofcherryorchardpark.org 

 

http://www.friendsofcherryorchardpark.org/events.html
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A Car Park at the Western End of the Park 
 

This project has high priority on the agenda for RDC.  Although planning permission for a car park at the end of 

Connaught Road was approved, this has been put on hold for the foreseeable future as it has become possible to  

upgrade and extend the car park at Grove Road.  The plans to do this include making it more user and family friendly 

and introducing signage and pathways into the country park to encourage Rayleigh residents to use this access point 

into the park.  It is hoped to discourage anti-social behaviour in the car park by improving lighting, opening up the 

space and carrying out tree work. 

 

Repairs to the Car Park Surface 

Some improvement work has been carried out to the car 

park at the eastern end of the park in an attempt to solve 

the issues of uneven surface.  This is a temporary measure 

and RDC is planning further work to improve the surface  

in a more permanent way.    

 

 

Car Park Charges 

Friends may have been concerned to read that car parking charges may be introduced at Hockley Woods.  We have 

been advised that charges are being considered solely to control parking.  There is an issue with the employees of a 

local business using the parking spaces on a long term daily basis.  This is not a matter of one or two cars, but twenty 

or thirty cars every day preventing visitors to the woods from parking.  We have been assured that there are no plans 

for charges at Cherry Orchard Park at present. 

 

New Open Spaces Manager 

We are very pleased to welcome Marcus Hotten to Rochford District Council as the new Open Spaces Manager.   

Mr Hotten was a guest at a recent ‘Friends’ committee meeting where introductions were made and he confirmed his 

commitment to the success of  Cherry Orchard Jubilee Country Park. 

Special “New Development” 

Was that a stork spotted flying across the park?  No, not yet.  But keep your 

eyes peeled!  Helen Galley, Assistant Open Spaces Officer, is expecting a 

baby in July.  Helen is a very valuable  asset  to the park and the Friends 

group.  Her expertise and knowledge combined with unfailing commitment 

to the park has ensured that she is a very special Friend indeed.  We offer 

our congratulations and best wishes and look forward to seeing her, and 

baby, back in the park very soon.  What will we do without her? 
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Pet Memorial Garden? 

Friends may have seen an article in the Evening Echo announcing that a Pet Memorial Garden or Pet Cemetery in the 

park had been agreed.  This is not the case and it seems that the Evening Echo has jumped the gun.   

Here are the facts.  The Open Spaces Manager was asked to  

consider the possibility. His department is doing so. Friends were 

emailed and asked to comment and their comments have been  

forwarded to the Senior Environmental Assistant. The Friends  

committee discussed the proposal at their recent meeting and agreed 

that if the main aim is to create a Country Park to encourage people 

to value and enjoy the countryside a pet cemetery/memorial garden 

would not be appropriate.  Committee members felt that in all  

probability such an area would attract decorations in the form of  

plastic flowers, wind chimes, photographs windmills etc.   

Several alternatives were offered, including a wildflower meadow, sponsored trees, an avenue of remembrance.  No 

decisions have been made so far. 

 

 

 

Friends were dismayed to learn earlier in the year that the contractor Fountains, who had responsibility for emptying 

the litter and dog waste bins in the park, had gone into administration.  Thirty five men were made redundant without 

notice at the end of January – a terrible shock for all concerned.  This left not only a problem in the park but a huge 

headache for Rochford District Council.  Fountains were responsible for many aspects of day to day waste and asset 

management in the district, e.g. verge cutting, grass cutting, maintenance of formal beds, general litter picking, grave 

digging, playground inspections, setting up weekend football pitches. Sourcing an alternative company, while at the 

same time coping as far as possible without them, put a considerable burden on Marcus Hotten and Helen Galley.  

For some weeks litter and dog waste bins in the park were emptied by Helen and her colleagues making additional 

visits to the park whenever they could. 

In the last month a solution to this problem has been found.  Bins in the park are now being emptied by SITA, 

the company who also carry out the Council’s Street Cleansing and Waste & Recycling contracts.  They have dele-

gated the task to a two man team who after a few teething problems now know the whereabouts of all the bins in the 

park.  RDC don’t foresee any further problems but Helen can be contacted if necessary.  (See back page.) We would 

like to take this opportunity to thank Helen and her colleagues for all the extra work they put in to try to keep the park as 

litter free as possible when no collections were possible. 

There is still a problem in the park with dog waste.  This is especially bad 

in the field near the car park.  Dogs leap from cars and rush off into the field and 

their owners, walking away from the car park and the bins, don’t bother to  

dispose of waste responsibly.  It may be possible to install some more bins a 

little further away from the car park near the old rifle range so that they can be 

seen from the car park.  Bins placed at this point will still be accessible in the 

winter for emptying. 

Hopefully this will encourage people to walk towards them to dispose of plastic 

bags and not just drop them by the wayside.   
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Contribute to our Newsletter  
Please send your photos, letters, articles, news 

or suggestions to penny.down@tesco.net  for 

inclusion in the next edition of the Newsletter.  

Thank you! 

Photos taken in the park, January to April 2012 

Website:-  www.friendsofcherryorchardpark.org 

Graham Hutchinson, Chairman of Friends of Cherry Orchard Park 
graham@chkpkmtrs.demon.co.uk 

Helen Galley, Assistant Public Open Spaces Officer 
Rochford District Council, 01702 318111 

Heather Meggison, Senior Environmental Assistant 
Rochford District Council, 01702 318057 

On-line, RDC—http://www.rochford.gov.uk/leisure_and_tourism/

woodlands_and_parks/cherry_orchard_country_park.aspx 

FOCOP Facebook page 


