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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR FRIENDS 

A look back at the last year …...A look back at the last year …...  

New Year's Day Walk 

The Committee invited Friends to join them on a New 
Year’s Day walk  from Edward's Hall across the park, 
up the fields and into Hockley Woods, then on to the 
Bull for refreshment. It was lovely! We had a great 
time, the New Year is off to a good start!  
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL REMINDERS GOING OUT  THIS MONTH TO ALL THOSE WHO BECAME MEMBERS ON OR 

BEFORE JAN. 2014—MEMBERSHIP IS STILL ONLY £5 PER HOUSEHOLD, WHICH COVERS THE COST OF MAINTAINING 

THE WEBSITE, KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH WHAT IS GOING ON IN THE PARK,  PROVIDING A COMMUNICATION 

CHANNEL WITH RDC, PROVIDING MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS, MAKING SURE YOUR VIEWS ARE HEARD. 
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Christmas Wreaths 

A beautiful bright, sunny December day - how lucky we were. Friends 
met in the park to make their Christmas Wreaths. Very many thanks to 
Richard Bond, RDC Open Spaces Supervisor who helped in every way and 
expertly showed us how to make the wreaths from rings of hazel wood, 
holly, ivy and other greenery he collected from the park for us. The 
mulled wine was also very much appreciated! We now have beautiful, 
personal Christmas wreaths with a link to the park that mean much more 
than a commercial decoration. 

 

 

As part of the WW1 Centenary the Southend branch of the Western Front Association bid 
for young trees from the Woodland Trust. Their bid was successful and they have generously donated 420 
trees to the park.  Almost the same as the number of local men who gave their lives in the battles. 
On 23rd November 2014 the first young trees, just slender whips, were planted along the boundary of the 
Wildflower Meadow to form the beginning of an outline of the Western Front.  Despite the dreadful  

weather the planting was well attended.  The 
Chairman of Rochford District Council, June 
Lumley and Councillors Keith Gordon, Ian 
Ward and  Gillian Lucas-Gill all braved the 
continuous rain, together with Open Spaces 
Manager Marcus Hotten and members of the 
Woodland Team.  Friends of Cherry Orchard 
Park were pleased to be invited and  
members of the Western Front Association 
gave the occasion its dignified and thoughtful 
moments.  As we stood in the cold rain for a 
minute's silence it was impossible not to 
think of those men who, enduring far worse 
conditions, gave their lives. 
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Remembrance 

We are very pleased to publish this poem, written  
by Open Spaces Supervisor Richard Bond.  

Richard has also written an informative article about 
the Skylark which you can find on our website, here 
http://www.friendsofcherryorchardpark.org/the-
skylark.html 

 

Appropriately, one of the best places to hear skylarks in the park is in the Wild Flower Meadow close to the memorial 
trees and in the adjacent fields.  Be Aware — in spring and early summer there may be nests on the ground, please 
keep to the well used tracks that run across the meadows….     and listen! 

Ian Houghton, of Southend Western Front Association,  

at the Commemorative Tree Planting, November 23rd 2014. 

Members sent photos and expressed disappointment at the  

installation of a second pet memorial wall close to the original 

wall.  We understand that this will be used for the pet memorial 

plaques as the original wall was in the wrong place.  RDC plan for 

the first wall to become an educational focus point linked to the 

WW1 memorial trees.  FOCOP Members have been concerned at 

the financial outlay for this whole project when the park is in 

desperate need of better pathways and access for less able  

users.  At present there are no plaques on the pet memorial 

wall.  Committee members will be meeting with the RDC  

Portfolio Holder for the Environment early in the new year, 

when this subject, among others, will be raised.  

You can download a RDC information leaflet about having your pets ashes buried in the Wildflower Meadow and a plaque placed on 

the  memorial wall here:-  http://www.rochford.gov.uk/sites/rochford.gov.uk/files/leisure_memorialpets.pdf 
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Our third Apple Day  - a resounding success!   

So many people have commented on the wonderful time they had at Apple Day. 

The sun shone for us and lots of people discovered the Cherry Orchard Jubilee Country Park for the first time. Also 

first timers at Apple Day were Essex Wildlife Trust, the Badger Protection Group, Bat Protection Group and many 

others.   

A big plus this year was the Apple Tent!   

We were very pleased to welcome Apple Experts  Maike and Gerhard Windhurst from Mount Holly who brought a 

large variety of apples for tasting and were able to identify apple varieties for people with mystery apple trees in 

their gardens.   Apples picked in the Country Park were pressed and the juice was enjoyed by young and old alike, 

and there was a very large display of traditional apple varieties for sale. There was also a display of hedgerow  

produce including rose hip syrup, honeyed hazelnuts and sloe gin -  all the fruit was picked in the park.   

The Yardarm Folk Orchestra set the tone for the day with their repertoire of country folk music and they have  

become very much a part of Apple Day.  This year we also enjoyed a performance from The Show Choir who sang 

for our entertainment  - a great programme of songs from musicals which had everyone clapping.  Once again Acres 

Way who find homes for abandoned dogs, staged a first class,  and very popular, Fun Dog Show . 
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Billericay Dog Training School  showed everyone what can be achieved with a very impressive display of agility and 

obedience and Rochford Hundred Vintage Tractors and Engines supported us again with a fine display and as always 

were very helpful and informative about their vintage machinery. The Scarecrow Competition proved popular again 

with scarecrows made by local schools and others made on the day.  Many thanks to Cllr David Merrick who judged 

the Schools Scarecrow Competition and to local Headteacher Andy Howe who judged the Made on the Day Scare-

crows—very difficult tasks!  Thanks to Tricia and Linda who organised the competition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Healthy Eating!  As well as the tea tent, with home made cakes and cream teas, this year we were able to offer 

Jacket Potatoes with healthy fillings and this proved extremely popular.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sun continued to shine on one of the hottest September days for years.  Hundreds of people came to the park 

and enjoyed a wonderful afternoon.  At the end of the day, when all the costs  were accounted for, we found that in 

one afternoon we had raised over 

 

 

We will now be able to provide more benches and trees in the park—something that lots of members have been 

asking for.  We also hope to be able to provide information leaflets for our walks and small scale equipment for chil-

dren to use on the walks, magnifying glasses etc.  We are also researching the cost of species information boards for 

strategic places in the park and will be talking to RDC about this. 

The Friends of  Cherry Orchard Park Committee would like to thank the Scouts, who at the last minute found they 

were to be responsible for much more than last year, helping with litter picking, running and fetching  and parking.  

They rose to the occasion magnificently.  We would also like to thank RDC who provided the mobile toilets and 

some of the tables and chairs. We thank everyone who gave their time to make this such a great day. 

Most importantly, we would like to thank our Founder Member, Graham Hutchinson, who with boundless energy 

and enthusiasm spearheaded the organisation of Apple Day and put in hours and hours of his own time.  Without 

him we could not have done it. 
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Coppicing in New England Wood 

We were very pleased to receive information and a 

plan from RDC showing where coppicing was to be 

carried out in September and October.  The Felling 

Licence was issued by the Forestry Commission in 

2012 but the area in question was so water logged 

that machinery could not be taken into the wood.  

The committee has been urging RDC to tackle the 

drainage problem in the wood for over two years 

and was very pleased to see that ditches were 

cleared and other drainage work was carried out in 

the summer so that coppicing could begin this year. 

This vital work will let in more light and allow 

ground cover to flourish again.  We should see more 

wildlife, birds and bluebells now that the wood is part of a managed coppicing programme.  Very good news.   

Thanks to Nick Cornish for this photo and others on the website and for his regular reports on this area of the park. 

The Kirste 5 Memorial Race  -  The race took place 

amid forecasts of heavy rain and high winds.  It was  

certainly wet and windy but not as bad as expected and it 

didn't put the runners and walkers off at all.  Those of us 

who met at the lake to cheer the runners on had a great 

time encouraging the runners, cheering and whistling as 

they came past.  We also had the benefit of a dry place to 

shelter and tea and coffee!  Kirste used to run and train in 

the park before sadly being beaten by breast cancer.  This 

year the memorial race raised £4,000 which was split  

between Macmillan Nurses and Bosom Pals. 

The Annual General Meeting 

We were able to hold our Annual General Meeting at Grove Wood Primary School again, for which thanks go to Mr 
Green, Headteacher.  Thank you to all those who attended the meeting, it’s lovely to be able to match the names 
to some faces.   

This year we were very pleased to welcome Councillor Ian Ward, Portfolio Holder for the Environment, and  
Marcus Hotten, RDC Open Spaces Manager, who both spoke to the meeting about their vision for the future of the 
park and working with the Friends group. 

(The current Portfolio Holder for the Environment is Councillor Keith Gordon) 
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The Summer Walk   On the first Sunday in July despite the rain we enjoyed a lovely walk through the park led by 

Richard Bond - a mine of information about the plants, trees, birds and animals in the park.  As always we all 

learned something new.  We hoped this would be a walk focused on photography and encouraged people to bring 

their cameras.  On the day however it was too rainy to get the cameras out.  Better luck next year. 

Dog Show in the Park, sponsored by Ellie's Pet Emporium in support of Acres Way Rehoming Kennels. 

The sun shone, the dogs were extremely well behaved and everyone had a lovely day supporting this very good 

cause.  Committee members took the 'Friends' trailer down to the park and were pleased to be able to give people 

information about the park and our group.  Welcome to those who became new members on the day.  

Mowing the Meadows— Some of the meadows were 

mown early this year in an effort to get their condition 

back following two years when mowing was disrupted 

by the weather and other difficulties. Sallow, a type of 

willow has been spreading rapidly in the meadows, and 

if not tackled will affect the aim of encouraging a  

diversity of wildflowers, insects, birds etc. In an effort to 

solve the problem some meadows were cut three times 

this year instead of two times. Other fields, that are  

under a Stewardship Scheme had to be cut just twice. 

We hope that this decision by RDC will get the  

fields back in good condition and we will see more wild-

flowers with their added benefits in years to come. 
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The Lake Remedial work to the lake began in May in order to deal with the serious erosion around the lake  

margins and the danger that the bund at the north east corner of the lake might fail and cause serious flooding.  

The Environment Agency agreed that the remaining fish in the lake could be moved to alternative accommodation 

and work began to lower the level of water.  A new drain pipe was installed and the water level lowered so that the 

banks and margins could be regraded and profiled to enhance the lake as a natural habitat for wildlife.  The final 

stage of the work will be the establishment of reeds and other vegetation.  There are still sightings of water voles in 

and around the margins of the lake.  The water vole is a protected animal and is the most endangered mammal in 

the UK, its numbers having fallen by 90% in recent years.  We are very lucky to be able to provide a safe haven for 

this little creature, often better known as Ratty, in the Wind in the Willows. 

The Spring Walk— our first event of the year.  We had a very enjoyable morning, walking from Edwards Hall 

Park, down into Cherry Orchard Park and through some of the plantations to the site of the tree and bench donated 

by the Friends group this year.  A plaque was placed beside them and we walked on to see the bluebells in Gusted 

Woods.  Thanks to Colin Hutchinson for accompanying us - he is a mine of information!  Richard Bond, Woodlands 

Manager from Rochford District Council was also on hand to answer questions and give us a brief history lesson, 

racing through ten thousand years to the present day to describe the way in which the land has changed and the 

importance of maintaining the woodlands and balance of plants, animals, birds and insects through managed  

coppicing.  We were very happy to see well behaved dogs on the walk with us and also some excellently well  

behaved children!  It's great to see the next generation taking an interest in the park.  They were particularly  

fascinated with Richard's experiment with a bluebell and an ant's nest! Thanks to everyone who joined us. 

                                                                     Another year has passed and we are still no further forward with regard to 

Byelaws for the park.  We assume that RDC Legal Department is still in discussion with the Department for  

Communities and Local Government (DCLG) as they have been for the last two years.  We will keep you updated. 


